BRITAIN'S WORLD ROLE

Fulbright argued for a complete re-examination of existing
American policy towards Russia, questioning the "self-evident
truth" that "the devil resides immutably in Moscow", towards
China where "an elaborate vocabulary of make-believe has
become compulsory" and where "inflexible policies" have "an
aura of mystical sanctity". He even queried present policy to-
wards Cuba and went on to say: "In other Latin-American
countries the power of ruling oligarchies is so solidly established
and their ignorance so great that there seems little prospect of
accomplishing economic growth or social reform by means
short of the forceful overthrow of established authorities."

In one sense there is nothing new about these Chinese,
Soviet and American views. They have been developing slowly
and have often been expressed privately. What is important is
that they are now public knowledge and as they are debated
vigorously all over the wrorld they will release major new forces.

While we must all feel a sense of profound relief that the
rigidity of mind and policy which we have endured in recent
years is at last being broken down, there are appalling new
dangers in the developing situation. We shall gain nothing
from a new cold war between rich, militarily strong whites led
by America and Russia and the non-white majority of the
world's population pledged, under Chinese leadership, to
global revolution. Yet that is just what will inevitably happen
if China continues to be isolated and the basic problems of
racial oppression and world poverty are not effectively tackled.

The South African tyranny, the Rhodesian crisis, continuing
colonialism in Southern Arabia and the oppressive military
dictatorships in Latin America will all explode in time and
polarise the world into these new alignments. It will be no
comfort to see Soviet-Chinese differences erupting into frontier
incidents or the breach of diplomatic relations. Nor could any
sane person welcome the evolution of a Soviet-American
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